
Sociology  and  Anthropology  Personal  Statement

From  the  intr icate  workings  of  ancient  civ i l izat ions  to  the  complex  dynamics  of  modern
societ ies ,  the  study  of  sociology  and  anthropology  has  captivated  my  imagination  and  sparked  a
deep-seated  curiosity  about  the  human  experience .  In  an  increasingly  interconnected  world ,  i t
is  imperative  to  unravel  the  intr icate  threads  that  weave  together  diverse  cultures ,  economic

systems ,  and  pol it ical  landscapes .

My  fascination  with  human  behavior  and  societal  structures  was  ignited  during  my  sixth  form
years ,  leading  me  to  explore  the  diverse  facets  of  society  through  f i rsthand  experiences .

Working  in  retai l  and  catering  provided  valuable  ins ights  into  the  intr icacies  of  human
interact ions  within  the  workplace ,  while  volunteering  in  Scotland  enriched  my  understanding  of

community  engagement  and  social  responsibi l i ty .

My  thirst  for  cultural  explorat ion  led  me  to  embark  on  a  journey  across  Austral ia ,  embracing  the
HelpX  network  as  a  means  of  immersing  myself  in  diverse  communit ies .  This  transformative
experience  al lowed  me  to  witness  f i rsthand  the  power  of  intentional  l iv ing ,  from  the  tranqui l
sel f-ref lect ion  in  a  Satyananda  ashram  to  the  unif ied  spir it  of  The  Twelve  Tribes  community .

These  contrast ing  experiences  fueled  my  desire  to  delve  deeper  into  the  forces  that  unite  and
divide  societ ies .  I  sought  to  understand  the  motivations  that  drive  individuals  to  abandon  their

former  l ives  and  embrace  new  communal  structures .

My  academic  pursuits  further  ignited  my  passion  for  social  analysis  and  cr it ical  thinking .  A-

level  studies  in  history  honed  my  abi l i ty  to  interpret  historical  events ,  part icular ly  the  ongoing
debate  surrounding  funct ional ism  versus  intentional ism  in  the  context  of  the  Holocaust .

Classical  civ i l izat ions ,  with  their  r ich  tapestry  of  values ,  pol it ical  structures ,  and  cultural
expressions ,  captivated  my  imagination .  I  found  myself  part icular ly  drawn  to  the  history  of  the
Aboriginal  people ,  their  captivat ing  creation  stories ,  and  the  profound  signif icance  of  ancestral

land  to  their  culture .

Doris  Pi lkington 's  "Fol low  the  Rabbit-Proof  Fence "  powerful ly  i l luminated  the  devastat ing
impact  of  white  sett lement  on  Aboriginal  heritage  and  self- identity .  This  poignant  narrat ive

sparked  my  interest  in  the  concept  of  'social  Darwinism '  and  i ts  role  in  just i fy ing  atrocit ies  not
only  in  Austral ia  but  also  under  the  oppressive  regime  of  Nazi  Germany .

My  explorat ion  of  ethical  theories ,  such  as  uti l i tar ianism  and  Finnis '  natural  law  theory ,  further
broadened  my  perspect ive  on  the  complexit ies  of  moral ity  and  i ts  appl icat ion  within  society .

Travel  experiences  have  played  a  pivotal  role  in  shaping  my  worldview ,  part icular ly  an
encounter  with  a  woman  from  Argentina  whose  home  vi l lage  was  ravaged  by  the  exploitat ive
pract ices  of  a  gold-mining  corporation .  This  f irsthand  account  of  environmental  in just ice
underscored  the  urgent  need  to  raise  awareness  about  the  destruct ive  impact  of  corporate

greed  on  both  human  well-being  and  the  planet 's  fragi le  ecosystems .

Volunteering  with  an  organizat ion  in  Scotland  provided  a  powerful  example  of  how  art  can  serve
as  a  catalyst  for  social  change .  Their  innovative  approach  of  using  art ist ic  expression  to  engage

communit ies  in  discussions  about  local  and  global  issues  left  a  last ing  impression  on  me .

As  an  avid  scuba  diver ,  I  have  witnessed  f irsthand  the  profound  human  drive  for  discovery  and
adventure .  My  passion  for  diving  has  led  me  to  pursue  the  qual i f icat ions  of  BSAC  Assistant

Diving  Instructor  and  Sports  Diver ,  and  I  am  eager  to  share  my  enthusiasm  within  a  university
diving  club .

My  travels  have  opened  my  eyes  to  the  multi faceted  chal lenges  facing  our  world ,  inspir ing  me  to
delve  deeper  into  the  study  of  human  origins  and  societal  structures .  After  complet ing  my

studies ,  I  aspire  to  contr ibute  meaningful ly  to  the  f ie ld  of  social  welfare ,  working  to  improve
the  l ives  of  others  and  foster  a  more  just  and  equitable  society .

Throughout  my  academic  journey  and  experiential  explorat ions ,  I  have  consistently
demonstrated  my  passion  for  learning ,  my  abi l i ty  to  adapt  to  diverse  environments ,  and  my
unwavering  commitment  to  making  a  posit ive  impact  on  the  world .  I  am  confident  that  my

enthusiasm ,  dedicat ion ,  and  diverse  experiences  wil l  enable  me  to  make  signif icant
contr ibutions  to  the  f ie ld  of  sociology  and  anthropology .


